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News and Notes 


Danish Church Abroad (D.K.U.) has 
called Pastor Mogens Bredstrup of 
Slagelse, Denmark, to go to Ontario, 
Canada, to take up mission work 
among the Danish immigrants in that 
province. Pastor Bredstrup is 32 years 
of age. 

Pastor Jack Jacobsen and family 
have returned from their field in Su- 
dan, where they were to be mission- 
aries. They were there about one 
year. We understand that Pastor Ja- 
eobsen does not intend to return to 
Sudan. 


W.M.S. OF WEST CANADA 
By Marie Barker 

The Women’s Missionary Society of 
West Canada District met for its an- 
nual fall rally at Sharon Lutheran 
Church, Calgary, Alberta, October 22. 
A large number of women represent- 
ing every local group of the W.MS. of 
the various congregations enjoyed a 
most inspiring program. The devo- 
tional part of the rally was held in the 
beautiful sanctuary of the church. 
Rev. O. A. Larsen gave the main ad- 
dress in which he challenged the audi- 
ence to be more zealous in the work of 
missions. He stressed the place of the 
women of the church in the organiza- 
tions. Prayer is the best key in true 
mission work. Quartettes from Stand- 
ard and Hussar added to the inspira- 
tion of the meeting. Miss Gunderson, 
a former missionary to Ethiopia, also 
delivered a short address. 

After the devotional hour a fellow- 
ship hour was held in the church par- 
lors with delicious refreshments. Five 
members of the Sharon W.M.S. pre- 
sented an interesting skit on home 
mission work. Mrs. Soberg of Red 
Deer sang a solo which was followed 
by a trio from members of Red Deer. 
Amember from Tilley rendered a piano 
solo. The president of the Sharon 
W.M.S. was mistress of the ceremonies 
and gave the ladies a hearty welcome. 

Mrs. Archie Morck of Olds, Alberta, 
read excerpts of a letter from her mis- 
sionary sister in Japan, and Mrs. Homo 
Christensen of Dickson, Alberta, 
brought greetings from her sister Miss 
Margaret Nissen of Sudan. The presi- 
dent of the West Canada W.MLS. 
brought greetings expressing her joy 
that so large a group had come, and 


then each group of the different con- 
gregations gave their “thank you” to 
the kind hostesses of the Sharon 
W.MLS. 


W.M.S. OF PACIFIC DISTRICT 


The 35th annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Pa- 
cific District of U.E.L.C. met at Peta- 
luma, California, October 15 in con- 
junction with the District Convention. 
The business meeting convened Thurs- 
day. President Mrs. Mary Lundsberg 
of Los Angeles was reelected for third 
term of two years. The treasurer 
Mrs. John Larsen of Ferndale, Cali- 
fornia was also reelected. During the 
past year the special project has been 
in the form of a gift of $500 to two of 
the new Mission congregations; Grace 
Lutheran at Fresno were aided in ob- 
taining an organ and at Faith Luther- 
an in Castro Valley the gift helped to 
supply heating equipment for their 
new building. 

For the coming year the special proj- 
ect will be a gift of $500 towards a 
carving of the Lord’s Supper for the 
altar in Valley Lutheran Church in 
North Hollywood, and $500 towards a 
fund for the new Southland Home for 
the aged to be built in the near future 
in Norwalk, California. 

$900 was disbursed toward the dif- 
ferent missions as follows: $250 to the 
Nisei Mission being carried on by Rev. 
D. .G. M. Bach in the San Joaquin val- 
ley; $100 to each of the following: 
South American, Sudan, Santal and 
Japan Missions. It was also decided 
that an officer from our District repre- 
sent the District at the annual W.M.S. 
convention allowing $250 for traveling 
expense. 


At the evening meeting a message 
was given by Rev. B. J. Engskow us- 
ing the last words of Jesus from Mat- 
thew 28:20, “Lo, I am with you al- 
ways.” Knowing we have the pres- 
ence of Jesus unto the end of all time 
we need not falter and we cannot fail. 
Nothing can separate us from the love 
of God. With courage we can proclaim 
Christ, as Martin Luther, when asked 
what he would give the people instead 
of relics and merits of the saints said, 
he will give them Christ,” so we must 

0. 


The evening offering received was 
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$140 which will go to the new. spet 
project for the coming year. 

In closing Pastor Girtz pronoune 
the benediction in Bengali and Englig 


Greenville, Mich. The 
Missionary Society of ‘St. Paul’s J 
theran Church celebrated its 15th % 
niversary Sunday evening, with meg 


attending. 

The program opened with the sin 
ing of “Love Divine.” G 
was given by Mrs. Luther Rasmussé 
W.M.S. president. The Rev. Leo A 
dersen read scripture from Rom 
10:14, 17 and offered prayer. 

A review of the past 15 years } 
given by Mrs. Alfred Christensen, ¥ 
also read a greeting from the Rev. 
Mrs. Otto Nielsen of Cushing, Wis. R 
Nielsen was pastor when the soci 
was organized. 

The program closed with the Lo 
Prayer and the doxology. : 

Refreshments were served by 
members. The church parlors v 
festive with fall flowers. Two ai 
versary cakes and candelabra deco: 
ed the refreshment tables. One 
was made by Eleanor Rasmus} 
daughter of the president. 

Present officers are: President, } 
Rasmussen; vice-president, Mrs. ¢ 
rander; secretary, Mrs. Alfred Ch 
tensen; and treasurer, Mrs. Fré 
Sibley. 


THANKSGIVING AND THE 
PENSION FUND 
When the churches gather for th 
Thanksgiving Day services, may ~ 
again ask that an offering be taken 
the Pension Fund. There are twer 
four pastors, thirty-three widows <% 
four children receiving pension. ~ 
this time less than one-fifth of 
year is past. We are looking for g 
erous offerings for this cause. 
WISCONSIN DISTRICT W.M.S. 
By Mrs. Geo. H. Johnson 
The Wisconsin District W.M.S. 
vened Sept. 19, 1953, at St. John’s 
theran church, Oregon, Wisconsin. — 
The business session opened at 3 
P.M. Mrs. Maurice Nielsen, vice-pr 
dent of Oregon Ladies Aid led in de 
tions. Mrs. Aleta Frye, president 
the Oregon Ladies Aid extended gre 
ings to the women assembled. . 
(Continued on page 13) 
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itorials and Comments 


NOT THANKFUL BUT GRUMBLING 


t Sunday we preached something about Jesus coming 
azareth to his own people. He came to offer them all 
blessings. But they rejected him. Instead of thanking 
, they grumbled and criticized. 


e are familiar with that. There are some people who are 
the people of Christ’s time. 


ey are selfish and ungrateful. 
ing their way. 

t they are not happy. You can even read in the faces 
r selfishness has darkened their souls. 


They want 


Ye sometimes find it in our congregations when the ques- 
is of giving to this and that. They are always fearing 
pe are asking too much of people. 


hy should we be so careful in the kingdom of God? 
uld we always let this selfish and grumbling spirit dom- 
e? 

fe also find that when some one in the church or in the 
ies Aid or in the Luther League really wants to do some- 
ig, there are always some selfish folks who lift up their 
ds like the police and say stop. They cry danger! But 
danger is in their own hearts. 


pok to Jesus, look to him as he gives himself, and let your 
cold heart be thawed into a warm and thankful heart. 


IOWA LUTHER LEAGUE MET AT SPENCER 


Ye have just had a fine Luther League (Convention at 
mcer, Iowa, with some 120 Luther Leaguers attending and 
podly number of pastors. The program was good, and 
Joubt a great deal of help and blessing came out of the 
vention. 

was interesting to be hosts to these young people. They 
a lively group. They are nearly all teen agers, and they 
go from the funny to the sublime without any difficulty 
ll. This is something we must never forget in our youth 
+k. They must be permitted to have an outlet for their 
less spirits. They are more lively than in our youth. 
en a good continuous story could be read at the league 
stings 30 or 40 years ago. This would not do now. 


ut perhaps a word of caution is also in order. The ten- 
cy in our time is, have more and more fun. The youngsters 
not always as considerate of their hosts as they might be. 
they are late and noisy at night it may sometimes give 
older ones a bitter taste in the mouth afterwards. 


Vhat does it mean to be a follower of Jesus, and what 
ss it mean to be in spiritual training? 


Vhat does it mean to have the high ideal of wanting to 
ve Christ? 

Ve learned a great deal from this convention. Our 
ughts also went to our Bible camps. Would it not be 
d if we got the camp leaders together to discuss the best 
y of placing before the young people the high ideals of 
‘ist? Yes, all the problems of the camps! 


Te seem to be in a transition period? There is more free- 


1 in our youth work, and that is good, but we must know 
re we are going, and we must follow the course boldly. 


COMMITTEEITIS” 


fe have long been thinking of writing a few notes about 
ething we in want of some better expression, call “Com- 
teeitis.” So many people like to be elected to commit- 
, but so few like to work on these committees. Let us 


everything 
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think of the local church. We have many committees, but 
only very few give much thought to the work these commit- 
tees are supposed to do. It is discouraging when meetings 
are held that only half of the members come, and many of 
these members do not even give any thought to the work be- 
fore they come. 


It is surprising to see how many people accept elections to 
offices in which they never do anything during a whole year. 


There are some people who simply seem to get a thrill out 
of being elected to an office. 


This is not only among the lay people. 
the same illness. Some seem to be able to get on almost all 
committees. It is true that if you first get some offices you 
will get more. 


Pastors suffer from 


Few men are able to serve on very many boards and com- 
mittees and give their best. We are sure that many good 
causes in the church suffer, because members on boards and 
committees are not elected with sufficient care, and because 
men are elected who really have no time for and real inter- 
est in the work of the office they accept. 


Let us get rid of Committeeitis! 


Do not accept an office unless you are willing to do a real 
job. 


COLLEGE SPIES 


United States Attorney General Herbert R. Brownell, Jr., 
according to a United Press dispatch Nov. 11, stated that “his 
office plans to put 40 college students to work part time 
hunting communists. He said they will be selected from col- 
leges near New York, and will receive college credit but no 
pay. 


“Their job, as he explained it, will be to do laboratory 
work for us and help us dig out the evidence to prosecute the 
subversives and criminals.” 


We are in favor of keeping our country free of godless 
communists, but we rather fear that to put some college stu- 
dents to work on the campuses of our colleges and universi- 
ties may do more harm than good. 


First of all very few college students are sufficiently ma- 
ture to get a true picture of the faculty members and the 
students. Such a student will be exposed to the great temp- 
tation of reporting students and professors for almost any 
statement they make on economics and politics. Thus in- 
nocent people will be put under suspicion. 


If the students and the faculty know that there may be a 
spy in the student body, it may cause them to be extra care- 
ful if they should harbor communistic ideas, or it will kill 
the freedom of academic research. 


It seems to us that such a method is very much like the 
methods used by the communists right now. The nazis al- 
so used such a method. The children even reported any 
suspicious activities of their parents. 


‘A student learns so much in the bull sessions with his fel- 
lows. But if the students know that any idea may be sus- 
picious they will not want to talk. Suppose a student in eco- 
nomy should speak in favor of the brand of socialism found 
in Scandinavia and England; he might be labeled pink. These 
ccuntries are our friends and much opposed to communism. 


If such methods are approved, why not have spies in the 
factories, in the army, and every place where men meet? 
This will lead to the destruction of our liberties, 
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READ THESE SUGGESTIONS FOR THANKSGIVING 


By S. C. (Benedicte) Gamble 


Have you ever heard of the discouraged fellow’s 
dream? It came during depression days. For many 
months, he was out of a job, and though he did not 
growl outwardly, yet it was as black as moonless mid- 
night within his soul. 


A Thanksgiving Dream 


One night he slept, and in his dream he found himself 
apparently in a great banquet hall. He counted the num- 
ber of plates and found that it was 1095. He began to 
wonder what great company was going to assemble 
there, when all at once a shining form stood by his side 
and said to him, “These plates represent the meals you 
have had during the past year. They are the 365 break- 
fasts, the 365 dinners, the 365 suppers that you have en- 
joyed. Altogether they number 1095. And you have 
had good health and clothing and friends and many other 
blessings beside.” He was encouraged and steadfastly 
set his face toward a brighter future. 


A Thanksgiving Psalm 

A grand Thanksgiving psalm is the 103rd._ It is in- 
tensely personal. There is no note of complaint in it. 
It starts with “Bless the Lord, O my soul,” and it ends 
the same way. It deals with inward praise. “All that 
is within me, bless his holy name.” Dozens of times 
the psalmist calls upon things without me to praise God. 
He calls upon natural things to do that. Sun, moon, and 
stars, praise ye him. Waves of mighty ocean, praise 
him, with stormy winds that hear his call. Snow and 
hail and rain and vapor, lift your voice and praise ye 
him. 

He also calls upon things artificial, things made by the 
hands of men, to praise him. Praise him with timbrel 
and harp and psaltery and organ. Praise him with an 
instrument of 10 strings. These all are things without. 
But the very climax of praise is this statement, “All that 
is within me, bless his holy name.” “Every bell in my 
belfry shall sing,” Henry Ward Beecher used to shout as 
he stood in Plymouth church and spoke his reaction to 
the mercies of his God. 


A Thanksgiving Attitude 


I shall never forget a scene that I witnessed one time 
in St. Francis hospital in Pittsburgh. A tiny little fel- 
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low, fatally sick, was in that hospital. His parents wél 
members of our Second church, Butler. I went to @ 
hospital to see him. I found him fairly surgling wi 
delight. Why? His Aunt Mabel every day sent him 
surprise package. The great thrill each day came whe 
he opened it. There was a set time each morning 
that event. For several hours after the package 
opened, he chuckled with delight at its memories, 2 
then his little heart began to revel with anticipation { 
he thought of the package of tomorrow. 


A Thanksgiving Reminder 

Later, when that sweet, white little face of his w 
sleeping in the casket, I spoke of his delight in heave 
when he would open the surprise packages of his Sa 
iour, as revealed in Psalm 103. There are at least § 
of them; First, he forgives all thine iniquities; secon 
he heals all thy diseases; third, he redeems thy life fro 
destruction; fourth, he crowns thee with loving kindneg 
fifth, he satisfies the mouth with good things; sixth, J 
renews thy youth like the eagle’s. Oh, what a list! Ag 
then David says, “You will forget the most of them, bi 
do not forget them all. Forget not all his benefits.” 


The Thanksgiving Guest 
In the life of Russell H. Conwell, I read about 
beautiful custom that his parents had in the old Ne 
England farmhouse. At each meal, they put on th 
table an extra plate for him at the family table. 
sweet is “the gospel of the extra plate”! The Conwe 
family, mark you, did that not merely on Thanksgivin 
Day; they did it 365 days in the year. They must hay 
got that from the heart of Christ, for he talked abot 
extra miles, extra cups of water, extra service. Sue 
extras mean the happy, faith-filled hearts of the Wile 
poem: 
Talk faith, the world is better off 
Without your uttered ignorance and morbid doubt; 
If you have faith in God or man, say so! 
If not, push back upon the shelf of silence 
All your doubt, till faith shall come. 
No one will grieve because your lips are dumb. 
Faith opens lips, fills the heart, and transfigures ¢ 
face.—United Presbyterian. : 
—THE WATCHMAN-EXAMINEI 
‘ 
—— 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


MILLTOWN, WIS., LUTHERAN CHURCH HAS 40th ANNIVERSARY 


e highlight of the fortieth anniversary celebration 
e Milltown Lutheran Church was the concert given 
Jay evening, September 21, by the senior and youth 
‘s. Three selections were sung by the youth group 
five by the senior group. After the concert a choir 
ion was held in the church parlors where present 
former members reminisced. 

ie anniversary program opened Sunday morning, 
ember 20, with the Rev. Verner Carlsen of Council 
fs, Ia., son of the late Dr. N. C. Carlsen, first pastor 
ie Milltown church, speaking on the theme, “A Vital 
tier in a Growing Church,” stressing Christian ed- 


ucation and Sunday school work. 

On Sunday afternoon a confirmation reunion was ob- 
served with 65 confirmands in attendance. Pastor Carl- 
sen spoke on the theme “Are You Still Abiding in Him?” 

Tuesday evening, September 22, services closed the 
three day anniversary event when Pastor Carlsen chose 
as his theme, “God’s Trumpet and Our Vision.” 

Last April the first part of the fortieth anniversary 
program was observed with the theme “The Founding 
and the Growth of the Church.” This fall the observ- 
ance had as its theme “The Vision of the Church.” Rev. 
E. A. Neve is pastor of the church. 


Junior and Senior Choirs of Milltown Lutheran Church 
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IS THANKSGIVING DAY LOSING 
ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR US? 


By Wesley M. Anderson 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits.” Psalm 103:1-2. 


When one sees the misuse and dese- 
cration made of so holy and sacred a 
day as Thanksgiving Day, one can not 
but be frightened and greatly concern- 
ed about what will happen to this 
great country of ours, which has long 
been looked upon as a place of refuge 
and the land of religious freedom. I 
suppose we can say that America is 
still a great religious country; but if 
our spiritual life is to be measured in 
terms of the way we observe Thanks- 
giving Day, there is something to be 
alarmed about. 

What is the purpose of having a Na- 
tional day of thanksgiving? We know 
how the practice was first begun. The 
Pilgrims had come to America to seek 
a new home where they could worship 
God as they pleased, or according to 
the dictates of their conscience. When 
they set out for the new world, they 
were conscious of the dangers and un- 
certainties ahead. But God protected 
them on their journey over the ocean, 
He protected them from dangers and 
sustained them through hardships dur- 
ing their first year in their new homes. 
When they harvested their first crop, 
they were certainly mindful that God 
is the giver of every good and perfect 
gift, and that He had been very good 
to them in every way. So they de- 
clared a special day of prayer and 
thanksgiving to God. After their 
Thanksgiving Service they enjoyed 
a love feast of wild turkey and fruits 
of the field. Tio many people the only 
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thing that is important anymore on 
Thanksgiving Day is the feast. 

This country was founded on the 
principle that all men are created free 
and equal. This principle is definitely 
a Christian principle; and because it is 
such an important factor in our Amer- 
ican way of life God has seen fit to 
bless our land, and all of us who dwell 
in it, in a special way. Our forefa- 
thers had much to be thankful for as 
they availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunities and privileges that this coun- 
try offered them, together with securi- 
ty and freedom. Every generation has 
had something special for which to be 
thankful—something that God through 
this great country has given them. 
Most of us of this generation can re- 
member two great world wars; but 
neither of them brought any hardship 
to our country, other than through the 
lives that were lost in battle on for- 
eign soil. We have suffered no de- 
struction of property; we have suffer- 
ered no lack of food or clothing; we 
have not been driven out of our homes, 
and thrown into concentration camps; 
we still have our freedom of worship, 
of speech, of thought, and pursuit of 
happiness. THANK GOD FOR HIS 
GOODNESS AND MERCY TOWARD 
US. Even as we think of the abun- 
dance of everything we have: good gov- 
ernment, good churches, good schools, 
fine homes, rich incomes, plenty of 
food and clothing, and every oppor- 
tunity to enjoy life to the fullest ex- 
tent. Still people take all this for 
granted, and forget to thank God for 
it. Maybe they offer a short prayer 
of thanks to God in their homes; but 
they do not have time nor desire to go 
to church (on Thanksgiving Day) to 
worship God with prayer, praise, and 
thanksgiving. 


OUR FOREFATHERS 
By Helen Hunt Jackson 


November 23, 1 


What is happening that is destr 
ing the beautiful tradition of Tha 
giving? It seems to me that the g 
evil of our day is that the spirit of 1 
dependence is taking the place of t 
spirit of dependence upon God. Am«e 
ica has fared well as a nation. She h 
been successful in war, she leads t. 
world in industry, she has made gre 
advances in the field of medicine 
well as in the field of science. Ameri 
is quite self-sufficient. America is 
rich country—she has prospered. .E 
ery ambitious man and woman fh 
prospered in material things. All 
this prosperity and security has bu 
up and developed a spirit of indepen 
ence. People do not need God as f 
as every day life is concerned; 
they are too busy with the mater! 
things of life to be very much concer 
ed about a Saviour from sin. It do 
seem to me that Thanksgiving Day 
losing its significance in our day, Bb 
the reason for that is that people 
sight of the real significance of fT 
day, namely, that it should remind 
of two things: first, that our spirit 
blessings far outweigh our mater 
blessings; and secondly, that 
blesses us with all these material go 
things in order to constrain and chi 
lenge us to accept His gift of salvati 

Jesus said, “Seek ye first the Kir 
dom of God, and His righteousne 
and all these other things shall be ac 
ed unto you.” Matt. 6:33. 

Is it too much to expect that we te 
time to gather in God’s House 
Thanksgiving Day to worship 
with prayer, praise and thanksgivin 
Should we not say, “Bless the Lord, 
my soul; and all that is within m 
bless his holy name! Bless the Lord, 
my soul, and forget not all his ber 
ison ; 


We owe them all we have of good: 
Our sunny skies, our fertile fields; 

Our freedom, which to all oppressed 
A continent of refuge yields. 


And what we have of ill, of shame, 


Of broken word, our greed for gold, 
Our reckless schemes and treacheries, 
In which men’s souls are bought and sold— 


And if so be that it is saved, 


All these have come because we left 

The paths that those forefathers trod; 
The simple, single-hearted ways 

In which they feared and worshiped God. 


Despise their narrow creed who will! 
Pity their poverty who dare! 

Their lives knew joys, their lives wore crowns 
We do not know, we cannot wear. 


Our poor republic, stained and bruised, 
Twill be because we lay again 
Their cornerstone which we refused. 


—Watchman-Examiner 
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MINNESOTA DISTRICT CONVENTION 
By Mrs. Milton Highby 


e O7th annual convention of the Minnesota District 


1eld at First Lutheran Church, Cushing, Wisconsin, 
ctober 8-11: 


> weather was perfect and added much to our en- 
ent and well being. The Wisconsin woods were 
ous in a riot of vivid fall coloring, the equal of 
1 I’ve seen nowhere else in the United States. 


shing congregation has a lovely and very cozy 
sh edifice, and the people are most friendly. They, 
ell as their pastor, the Rev. Otto Nielsen, and his 
made us feel welcome and well cared for. The 
s of the congregation served very good and tasty 
s, So our physical needs were well provided for. 
e€ opening service was unusually well attended. The 
ention topic was “Loyalty to our Lord;” and the 
ention hymn was “Thy Life Was Given For Me.” 
speaker of the evening was Pastor Paul Keller of 
a Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. His topic was 
alty Deepened,” and was based on Matt. 16:24-28. 
us brought out that we must take up our cross and 
7 it. Our cross is not sickness, sorrow or trials, but 
we, as Christians, react to them spiritually. 
stor Aster Neve of Milltown, Wisconsin was in 
se of the devotion at 9:15 a.m. on Friday. His topic 
“Loyalty Deeper Than Profession,” based on Matt. 
23. The 11:15 devotion was given by Pastor Anker 
2n of Luck, Wisconsin. His topic was “Loyaltye In 
tome,” based on Titus 2:5. Had there been time 


would have been a fine theme for discussion. On 
ay at 1:30 p.m., the address was given by Pastor 
land of E.L.C., North Valley, Wisconsin. He pre- 


‘d the topic, “Loyalty To The Word,” taken from 
jest) 

e Saturday morning devotions were led by Pastor 
’, Neve of Sleepy Eye, Minnesota. His theme was 
alty To His Body, The Church,” based on the text, 
vr. 14:12. Saturday afternoon, Pastor Burnette Ben- 
guest speaker from Cumberland, Wisconsin, spoke 
Loyalty Under Trails In China.” His topic was bas- 
1 Matt. 28:20. Saturday evening was the highlight 
ye devotional meetings which culminated in a spirit- 
east for God’s children in Holy Communion. Pastor 
I. Matthiesen preached the sermon on “The Lord Is 
il To His Own,” which was based on 2 Tim. 2:11-13. 
brants were Pastors Otto Nielsen and N. B. Hansen. 
, Sunday morning, Pastor N. B. Hansen, Hutchinson, 
2 at Cushing Church; Pastor Joe Andersen of Gen- 
at Milltown; Pastor Norlan Hanson of Owatonna, at 
, and Pastor John Nielsen of Northfield, at North 
+ Church. Their topic was “Undying Loyalty To 
Lord,” based on Phil. 1:21. On Sunday afternoon, 
or Fred Jacobsen of Albert Lea spoke on “Loyalty’s 
yoral Reward.” The context was taken from Matt. 
_ Pastor Ernest Grill of Evan, Minnesota gave the 
ng address which was “Loyalty’s Eternal Reward.” 
thoughts were based on 2 Timothy 4:7-8. 

= messages throughout the convention were inspi- 
nal and challenging. I found myself praying time 
gain, “Lord God! help me to be not just a hearer of 
Word, but a doer of Thy Word also.” As Christians 
vent home strengthened in our spiritual everyday 
wlad too that we were permitted these wonderful 
‘together in Christian love and fellowship. There 
a good attendance, but yet we wonder why more 


| 
| 


people do not set aside the time to attend our district 
conventions. It can so nicely be planned as part of one’s 
vacation, and I find it is a spiritual oasis in a busy work- 
a-day world. 


Business Sessions 

Our business sessions, too, were interesting and also 
here a good brotherly spirit prevailed. Our genial presi- 
dent, Pastor N. B. Hansen, presided and kept things run- 
ning smoothly and efficiently. 

Elections. Pastor N. B. Hansen of Hutchinson, Minne- 
sota, was unanimously re-elected as president of the Dis- 
trict. Armin Hellpap of Owatonna, was likewise unan- 
imously re-elected secretary. 

Lutheran Student Foundation: Pastor William Lar- 
son, director of the Lutheran Student Foundation at the 
University of Minnesota presented some pertinent facts 
regarding a serious situation on the University Campus. 
He stated that the Catholics have built a youth center 
and cafeteria at a cost of one-half million dollars, which 
naturally attracts our Lutheran youth also. The prob- 
lem is obvious. We as Lutherans must get on the ball or 
our position will weaken in number and the Catholic’s 
gain. Let us do everything we can to keep our young 
people in our camp. It is more important than most of 
us knew or realized. Pastor Larson is doing all he can, 
we know, but he needs our prayers and financial support 
in the work, which he will get to a greater degree if the 
situation is publicized and brought before our people. It 
seems as if a good medium would be through our Church 
papers, and no one could present this cause so well as 
Pastor Larson himself. 

Pass Lake Mission: The highlight of our business ses- 
sions was when the convention voted a gift of $1,000.00 
to the Home Mission project at Pass Lake, Ontario, Can- 
ada. Our Home Mission director, Pastor K. M. Matthie- 
sen, brought the cause before us in a clear and concise 
way. He pointed out that a modern, livable, parsonage 
must be built in Pass Lake if we were to secure a res- 
ident pastor in this mission. A pastor could not subject 
his wife and family to present primitive conditions. Pass 
Lake Congregation sent two delegates this year, Mr. and 
Mrs. Nels Isaksen. We felt it was a real privilege to 
have these fine Christian people with us, and now we 
have met six of them. The Walter Jensens, and Jacob 
Engbergs were delegates to the convention last year. If 
these people are an indication of the type to be found in 
Pass Lake we hope to meet more of them. In fact, Mr. 
Highby and I talk of visiting this mission congregation in 
the not too distant future. 

Budget: A budget of $4057.50 was adopted. This in- 
cluded an increase of $100.00 to the Lutheran Student 
Foundation of Minnesota, making it now $500,00, and a 
$25.00 increase to the Wisconsin L.S.F. making that 
$125.00. 

Edina Mission of Minneapolis, extended an invitation 
to the district to hold its 1954 convention there. Edina is 
a comparatively new Home Mission also, and it will be 
interesting to become better acquainted with the work 
there, which is steadily growing and going forward un- 
der the leadership of Pastor Paul Keller. 


We wish to thank Cushing Congregation and their pas- 
tor, Ottto Nielsen, for their warm hospitality. They made 
our stay among them most enjoyable. 
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PACIFIC DISTRICT CONVENTION 


By E. S. Bach 


The 49th annual convention of the Pacific District was held 
in Petaluma, California, from October 15 to 18, 1953. Elim 
Lutheran Church was the host church and the Reverend H. 
M. Petersen the host pastor. 

The theme of the convention was “Look Unto Me” (Isaiah 
45, 22). 

The opening sermon was preached by the Reverend Spener 
S. Petersen from Ansgar Lutheran Church, San Francisco. 
His topic was God’s Promise: Look and be saved (Ps. 123, 2). 

The district president, the Reverend C. Justesen, of Fresno, 
California, declared the convention opened. 

Mayor Vincent Schoning of Petaluma wished the conven- 
tion guests a hearty welcome and expressed his appreciation 
of the fact that a church convention was to be held in his 
city, and also expressed the prayer that all that was to be 
said and done might be guided by God. 

A welcome was extended to the guests by the president of 
the Petaluma Ministerial Association, the Reverend Herbert 
Gans, pastor of the Congregational church. 

The convention was attended by 21 pastorsand 48 delegates. 
The business sessions were all interesting, and one felt that 
we were together to make plans for work in the kingdom of 
God, and that all were desirous of being about our Father’s 
business; that there was much to be done, and a willing spirit 
was prevailing over all the proposed activities for the com- 
ing year. 

Officers elected to the District Board are: 

Vice President: Pastor Scriver Kloth, Portland, Oregon 

Secretary: Pastor Clifford Paulsen, Oakland, California 

Lay Member: Mr. Emanuel Jensen, Olivet, Los Angeles 

The total budget for the coming year is $11,659.95. 

The devotional sessions were all centered around the con- 
vention theme: Look Unto Me; and to the Convention topic: 
“Service Above Self, a Call to Devotion.” This was intro- 
duced by the Reverend A. Husted-Christensen of Selma, Cali- 
fornia. Instead of discussion of the topic, the floor was giv- 
en to Dr. Edwin Mattson, head of the Lutheran Welfare in 
San Francisco. His plea for greater effort from each and 
all as individuals and groups will not be easy to forget; to 
exercise the Christian approach in Public relations, in chap- 
laincies in industrial plants, our prisons and penal institu- 
tions, and many other places where humans are in need of 
help. 

The pastors who led in the devotionals were: 

Pastor S. S. Petersen, San Francisco: “Look to be Saved” 
(Ps. 123, 2)’. 

Pastor Carl Wildrick, Castro Valley, California, confession- 
al sermon: “They shall look on Him Whom they pierced” 
(John 19, 37). 


DO HYMNS MAKE LIARS OF CHRISTIANS? 


Sometimes they do. The fault is not with the hymns or 
with writers who expressed their own aspirations and 
achievements. The trouble is with congregations who sing 
and pray without giving heed to what they say. 

Almost every Sunday a man who has worked hard all 
week to make his bank account more secure will sing, “Oth- 
er refuge have I none... all my trust on Thee is stayed.” 
His wife and daughters, bedecked with much jewelry and fol- 
lowing the newest fashions, may add, “For Thee all the fol- 


“ing. Dr. H. C. Jersild, the synodical president, preached t 
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Pastor Allen D. Hansen, Lynwood, California: “Look Ur 
Me, a Full Hope for Sinners” (Titus 2, 13-14). 
Pastor O. V. Magnussen, Easton, California; Sunday moti 
ing worship: “An Invitation Ignored” (Matthew 2, 1-14). 
Installation service for the new officers was held Sund 
afternoon with district president Pastor C. Justesen officié 


sermon: “Make the Most of the Time” (Eph. 5, 15-16). 

The closing service was held in the evening (Sunday) 2 
a luncheon served by the ladies of the local church. T 
sermon “Look for the Coming Day of God” (I. Peter 3, 12-I 
was preached by Pastor Franklin Rasmussen, Pasadena, Ca 
fornia, after which the district president declared the c 
vention closed. 3 

Each one who attended the convention could not help & 
return home with a grateful heart for all the good we hi 
received, spiritual food to help us go on looking to Jes 
from whom all help comes. May the blessings we receiv 
bear fruit in Christian service! 

The W.M.S. of the Pacific District held its yearly meeti 
on the opening day of the convention. Mrs. Mary Lundsbe 
was reelected as president, and Mrs. John Larsen, Fernda 
was also reelected as treasurer. The Special Project for t 
coming year: $500 each to North Hollywood for an altar 
their new church, and to the Southland Lutheran Home 1 
the Aged, was adopted. Total receipts for the year ¥ 
$2,106.06. This was all disbursed among various foreign 
heme missions. 

The evening service was in charge of the W.M.S., M 
Lundsberg presiding and Pastor Ben Engskow of Fres 
California, giving the sermon on the theme: “I am with y 
always.” The evening offering amounted to $140.20. 4 

The Luther League also had its convention at the sar 
time Friday evening. Mr. Leroy Andersen of Trinity Se 
inary, National Luther League President, brought us all 
stirring message: “Hold High the Torch of Faith.’ His ¢ 
ing words were: “You are the Light of the World; go, shi 
for Me.” 

Saturday night the convention guests joined the youl 
people at their banquet, and all spent an enjoyable eveni 
togethe: After the lighter part of the evening was over, I 
Jersild and Mr. Andersen spoke to the young people, stres 
ing the importance of taking God’s word with you in yo 
pocket or purse, so your fellow men can see your testimal 
in that way; but it is even more important to carry 
Word in your life, so that your actions and your living ] 
come a full time witness. 

The evening’s program was closed with a social hour enj 
ed by the young people. 


a 
. 

‘ 
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lies of sin I resign.” Across the aisle is the factory work 
who spends his working days making torpedoes. Sin | 
about the faith of his fathers he affirms, “We will love oe 
friend and foe in all our strife.” 


In almost every church there is the person who never fe 
to remind you of his contributions to good causes, yet © 
hear him often chanting, “I would be giving and forget 4 


(Continued on page 10) 
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A PIONEER’S THANKSGIVING 


When Thanksgiving comes around the Lowden family 
vays come together in the old homestead, where Grand- 
her and Grandmother Lowden still live. It is a large 
nily, with many sons and daughters, and grandsons 
d grandaughters, too; and it is widely scattered. Some 
the members live in cities, some in the country; but 
uerever they are when the great day comes, they go 
ck to the old farm. And when they have eaten the 
s dinner, all except the nuts and raisins, some one of 
> children is sure to say, “Now, Grandfather, the 
ry!” 


Grandfather laughs and says, “You have all heard that 
ry till you know it by heart.” But they protest. They 
ve forgotten just how it happened, or they do not re- 
-mber what it was the Indian did; and so at last Grand- 
her says, “Well, if you must have it, here it is. 


“I was a boy then, twelve years old and my sister El- 
1 was only fourteen. Father had come into the wilder- 
ss and started to clear his farm when I was three years 

He had built a log house and a log stable, and had 
ared enough land to raise good crops of wheat, corn, 
catoes and other vegetables. Neighbors had taken up 
id below us, and there was one family above, but the 
arest house was a mile away. The log cabin that we 
ed in stood right where this house stands. Father put 
here because of the fine spring water. 


“We had a good summer that year, and the little hole 
der the house that we called a cellar was full of 
setables, and the stable packed with grain. From the 
ams of the kitchen hung hams and bacon from our own 
3s, and strings of apples were drying. By Thanksgiv- 
y time everything was ready for the winter, even to 


» great banking of dry leaves around the house, to 
=p it warm. 


“The day before Thanksgiving mother had been mak- 
; soap in the great iron kettle hung over a fire out- 
ors. In the middle of the night we were all awakened 
the barking of old Ben, our dog, and when I sat up in 
H, I saw that the room was as light as day. For a mo- 
mnt I couldn’t tell what the matter was, but it didn’t 
ze long to see that the house was on fire. One end was 
ready burning fiercely, and the blaze was leaping high- 
‘every minute. It had started outside. Probably the 
Ibers of the soap-making fire had come to life in the 
tht wind, and blown into the banking of leaves. 


‘Father had just time to snatch blankets from the bed 
wrap them around my mother and my sister and me, 
hurry us out into the cold night. It was useless to 

to save the house. The only water was that in the 


spring, and there were only two or three pails to carry in. 
We did what we could, but the fire soon drove us back, 
and in a little while the house was only a pile of glowing 
coals. 


“We had been so busy watching and fighting the fire 
that we had given no thought to the stable which was be- 
hind us; but by and by I heard a cracking and looked, 
and saw the roof all ablaze. Father and I got out the 
two horses and the cow, but the building we could not 
not save. And so, on Thanksgiving morning, we stood, 
wrapped in blankets, with neither a roof over our heads 
nor any food. My mother and my sister were crying, 
but my father spoke only once, and said, “The Lord will 
provide.’ 


“It was just getting light enough in the morning to see, 
when out of the woods behind the spot where the house 
had stood, a figure came, I could not see who it was, ex- 
cept that it was a man, and that he had something on his 
back. He walked straight up to where we stood, and 
threw down in front of us the load he was carrying. 


“Then we saw it was old Sebattus, an Indian whom fa- 
ther had found lying with a broken leg beside the trail a 
year or two before. He had brought him home and set 
the leg, and kept him till he was able to travel again. 
The load that he had thrown down was a hind quarter 
of venison and six partridges, and about a peck of parch- 
ed corn in a little sack. While we all stared at him, the 
old man straightened up, and said, ‘How! Sebattus see 
fire and know, so he come. By and by come again.’ 
Then he went back into the woods. 


“That was the finest Thanksgiving that I ever remem- 
ber, and the best dinner. We cut slices from the veni- 
son and broiled them over a fire built against the big 
rock out here in the yard. The partridges father rolled 
in soft clay, till the clay covered them all over, and then 
baked them in the ashes. When he raked them out and 
cracked open the ball of clay, each one contained a bird 
that was cooked as tender and juicy as any that your 
grandmother can cook in the oven of the range. The 
parched corn we ate for dessert. 


“All those things I remember, but best of all I remem- 
ber what father said when we sat down to eat. He told 
us what the day meant, and how thankful we ought to be. 
And then he made a prayer of thanksgiving that was the 
most beautiful I ever heard. 


“The Lord did provide, as father said He would. Neigh- 
bors came from far and near—some of them fifteen miles 
—and before the snow flew they had helped us put up 
another cabin, and had filled it with provisions; and the 
next year father built this house.’”—Missionary Herald. 
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GOD’S GIFT OF THE DAY 


The legal view of the Sabbath and its ideal freedom. 


By W. E. Borne 


A correct understanding of the purpose of the Sabbath 
is needed. In Jesus’ ministry on earth, he was charged 
with breaking the Sabbath. Allow me to transliterate a 
few situations. “Your disciples have taken the heads of 
grain from the stalks as they strolled through the fields. 
They have rubbed them with their hands and blown 
away the chaff. They have even eaten the kernels. That 
is harvesting! That is threshing! Woe, woe, you break 
the Sabbath,” the Pharisees railed at Christ. 


They watched him with beady eyes as he healed a man 
with a withered hand. They found a man with a mat- 
tress over his shoulder and stopped him. “But I met a 
man who healed me, and he commanded me to carry 
my bed,” said the man. And they hated Christ the 
more. 


A blind man received his sight, and the Pharisees went 
into spasms of anger. “This Jesus—this demon-possess- 
ed Jesus—heals on the Sabbath.” They accused, they 
shouted and plotted, and finally they nailed him to a 
cross. And one of the big charges was, “He has broken 
the Sabbath.” 


But Christ asked them to remember David. They were 
loud in their praise of him, and David had taken bread 
from off the altar to give to his men. The needs of men 
came first in Jesus’ eyes. 


“The priests in the temple work hard preparing the 
altar and sacrifices, and them you honor,” Christ remind- 
ed them. “Even the ox or sheep, if it falls into a well, is 
taken out on the Sabbath,” suggested Christ. Then he 
reminded them of something worth more than a sheep, 
their brother. 


“The Sabbath is made for man, not man for the Sab- 
bath,” said Christ. The Christian will keep the Sab- 
bath by going to God’s house and praying with God’s 
people. He will sing God’s praises and read God’s word 
and listen for God’s voice. In God’s house, he deals with 
eternal things. Since he is a living soul, created and 
shaped in the hands of the eternal God, he will love the 


DO HYMNS MAKE LIARS OF CHRISTIANS? 
(Continued from page 8) 


gift.” And who among us has not too blithely sung, perhaps 
while making excuses for not carrying more of the church 
load, “Lord, we are able’? Though we complain ever so 
bitterly about our lot, we have gaily sung, “And there’s a 
cross for me.” Fearful creatures that we so frequently are, 
do we tell the truth when we sing, “I will not be afraid’? 


Perhaps the biggest lie we sing is the familiar line from a 
most wonderful dedication hymn, “Not a mite would I with- 


opportunity to contemplate that even now he is in the 
circle of his care. 

A friend once urged Theodore Roosevelt to play goll 
with him on Sunday morning. “No,” said the President, 
“I must worship.” 

“But I can worship God in the open air, under the sky 
in the sunshine,” answered his friend. 

“Well,” said Roosevelt, “‘no one would suspect you of 
ita j 

No one who neglects worship and the day of rest is 
ever suspected of caring much for God. If all did as the 
President’s friend, churches would be empty, pulpits 
would be silent, anthems would be forever imprisoned in 
old, yellow manuscripts. No one would ever hear the 
gospel or be urged to believe and confess Christ. 

We are to keep one day out of seven as_ sacred, set 
apart to God. Most of us keep Sunday, as it was the day 
of our Lord’s resurrection. In this we follow the e 
ample of the New Testament church as revealed in Acts 
and the letters of Paul. He who sets the Lord’s day 
apart to God stands apart as a man who remembers te 
care for his immortal soul. 

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,” 


com: 
manded God. “Sabbath” means “to rest”; it does not 
necessarily mean “seventh.” “Holy” means “sanctified 


set apart, dedicated.” 

Six days we are to labor. Why? Because we are 
men, not angels. We have fields to plant, houses te 
build, clothing to sew—all because we are men _ with 
bodies to care for. 

The seventh day we are to rest. 
life God commands. 
good. 

Animals need the fruit of the six days; they are blooil 
muscle, and bone. Angels are spiritual beings; they need 
not the fruits of the six days. 

Man is both body and spirit; he needs the six days and 
the seventh day. He needs one day out of seven to re 
fresh and feed his spirit, his soul—Watchman-Examine 


That is the rhythm @ ) 
And he commands it for our own 


hold.” Not a mite? Think of the hundreds, the thousand 
we sought first for ourselves, and then we congratulated our 
selves on doing so well when we gave God a share of whal 
remained! 

Why not at least be honest enough to refrain from singin 
the words we dare not claim for ourselves? Suppose a co 
gregation suddenly stopped singing and listened to the a 
companiment to “Trusting Only Thee.” The service wou 
not suffer. We might begin to pray honestly, recognizi 
how little we trust God. And in such honest confession tr 

worship begins—K. M. (Gospel Messenger) 
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o not thank Thee, Lord, 

jat I have bread to eat 

hile others starve; 

rx yet for work to do 

1ile empty hands solicit heaven; 

r for a body strong 

hile other bodies flatten beds of 
pain. 

p, not for these do I give thanks. 


THANKSGIVING 
re more the liberal year laughs out 


* richer stores than gems of gold; 
#e more with harvest song and 


an 
sature’s bloodless triumph told. 


common mother rests and sings, 
2 Ruth, among her garnered 
eaves; 

‘lap is full of goodly things, 

brow is bright with autumn leaves. 


Avors every year made new! 

lifts with rain and sunshine sent! 
bounty overruns our due; 
fullness shames our discontent. 


shut our eyes, and flowers bloom 
ny; 

murmur, but the corn ears fill; 
choose the shadow, but the sun 

‘t casts it shines behind us still. 


| gives us with our rugged soil 
‘power to make it Eden fair, 
§ richer fruits to crown our toil 
‘n summer wedded islands bear. 


o murmurs at his lot today? 
p scorns his native fruit and bloom 
sighs for dainties far away 
Hide the bounteous board of home? 


ink heaven, instead, that freedom’s 
rm 

1 change a rocky soil to gold; 

it brave and generous lives can 
rarm 

‘lime with Northern ices cold. 

J let these altars, wreathed with 
-owers 

1 piled with fruits, awake again 
nksgiving for the golden hours, 

- early and the latter rain. 

—John Greenleaf Whittier. 
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But I am grateful, Lord, 

Because my ample loaf 

I may divide; 

Because my busy hands 

May move to meet another’s need; 

Because my doubled strength 

I may expend to steady one 
faints. 

Yes, for all these do I give thanks! 

—Alliance Weekly 


who 


A GRUMBLING DAY 


It has been suggested that instead of 
having a special Thanksgiving day, we 
have a Grumbling day. Of course, the 
suggestion is not a serious one, but it 
does have a point. It would certainly 
be better to complain only one day in 
a year, and be joyously grateful every 
other day, than to drag our grumbling 
through most of the year and then on 
Thanksgiving day try to brighten up, 
and count our blessings. 


We are too inclined to criticize, find 
fault, look on the dark side, and too 
little given to expression of gratitude 
and praise. We may be pleased with 
the things we like but unhappy when 
things do not go our way. This is not 
the Christian attitude. Paul tries to 
teach us that in everything we should 
give thanks. —The Mennonite 


GARMENTS UNDER FOOT 


“The most part of the multitude 
spread their garments in the way.’— 
Matthew 21:1-9. 

These were poor people who took off 
their loose outer garments and laid 
them down that Jesus might ride over 
them in his triumphal entry into Jeru- 
salem. They were Galilean peasants, 
mainly, wearing their best clothes for 
the feast; and if those were spoiled 
they had no money to buy others. Yet 
they rejoiced to throw their coats in 
the dust and to let Christ’s colt tram- 
ple on them. 


Did the sharp hoofs of the little ani- 
mal make a hole in any of those gar- 
ments? And if that happened, may 
we not be sure that the owner ever af- 
ter prized the coat all the more for 
that rent? If such a garment were 
preserved to this day, it would be one 
of the most precious and famous ob- 
jects in all the world. 

And so will it be with anything of 
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THANKSGIVING PRAYER 


ours which is used in Christ’s service— 


some piece,of money, some article of 


use, some bit of time or strength, some 
one of our abilities, whatever it may 
be. Throw it under foot in the law of 
Christ’s triumphal progress down the 
centuries!—Amos R. Wells. 


WITH GLADSOME MIND 
Let us, with a gladsome mind, 
Praise the Lord, for he is kind: 
For his mercies shall endure, 
Ever faithful, ever sure. 


All things living he doth feed, 
His full hand supplies their need: 
For his mercies shall endure, 
Ever faithful, ever sure. 
—John Milton 


THANKSGIVING DAY 
However flowerless the ways 
Of grim November, 
However dull and drear her days, 
We should remember 
One happy time she sets apart 
For royal living 
A gift to cheer and bless each heart— 
It is Thanksgiving.—_Emma C. Dowd 


KINDNESS 

Kindness is the key 

That opens many doors 
Long locked against the light, 

And hiding precious stores. 
Kindness is a staff 

Which, given to a friend, 
May prove his chief support 

Clear to the journey’s end. 
Kindness is a way 

Made smooth for weary feet, 
That all who follow there 

May find their traveling sweet. 


—Isabel M. Wood 


Visiting a parishioner’s home for 
Sunday dinner, the minister placed 
some green beans on his plate. Intent- 
ly watching, the little girl of the home 
exclaimed, ‘‘See, Daddy, he took some 
beans. You said he didn’t know beans.” 


“Surveys show that modern students 
are taller than their fathers. But 
whose fault is it that fathers are al- 
ways short? 


Fumbel: “What are you doing with 
that red lantern?” 
Dumbell: “I just found it. Some 


foolish person left it beside a hole in 
the road.” 
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COME, YE THANKFUL LEAGUERS, COME 
By Robert Hansen, Oregon, Wisconsin 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.” I Thess. 5:18. 

Do you remember the healing of the ten lepers by our 
Lord? You recall that these men cried out to Jesus for 
mercy, and He did not disappoint them. The Lord told 
them to go and show themselves to the priests—an act 
required of all lepers by Levitical law before they could 
be restored to social life. Remember how they were 
cleansed as they were on their way to the priests? We 
can well imagine how each one must have rejoiced in his 
heart when he realized that the dreaded disease of lep- 
rosy had left. Now each of them was free to return to 
the warmth and shelter of his home, his wife and his 
family again. While they were lepers, they were social 
outcasts, since the disease is contagious. ut now they 
were restored; they were freed from the clutches of dis- 
ease. Thus, all of them returned immediately to society; 
all, that is, except one. One of the ten did not allow his 
joy and new-found freedom to blur his mind from what 
he had been healed and by Whom. He returned to Je- 
sus, the Master Physician, throwing himself at His feet 
and glorifying God with his words of praise and thanks- 
giving. There is something of surprise and a depth of 
sadness in the question of Jesus as He saw this restored 
leper lying at His feet: “Were not ten cleansed? Where 
are the nine? Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?” (for the man was 
not a Jew but a Samaritan). 

It is always surprising to find that ingratitude is so 
common among men, and women—yes, even among 
young people. Nine out of ten probably will forget ev- 
ery favor they may receive. It is rare that one realizes 
and acknowledges his debt of gratitude and thankful- 
ness. But still more sad it is to see so few among those 
who have accepted the salvation of Christ showing real 
gratitude in lives of joyous service and declaring that 
they are constrained to live for Him who died for them. 

Leaguer, what about you? How do you _ appear in 
God’s gaze? —one who is thankful or one who is thank- 
less? Are you like the restored leper who came back 
to Jesus to give thanks, or do you fall into the class of 
the majority, like the nine who went merrily on their 
way, not bothering to take time out to give thanks to the 
Lord for His great blessings—even life itself? You 
know the answer. 

We are in an age of prosperity and self-sufficiency. 
One of its results in the youth of today is that young 
people expect and almost demand more things from their 
parents than ever before, whether it be in the form of in- 
creased allowance, more liberty with the family car, 
more entertainment, a TV set, or other things, regardless 
of whether or not Dad can afford it. Yes, we expect 
more things from Mom and Dad in our day and age, and 
we think we are being mistreated if our requests are 
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turned down. But are we thankful for things we al 
ready have received? So often we fail to recognize and 
appreciate the fact that we are constantly receiving gilt 
from God, Whose flow of generosity to us never ceases 
In his own humorous way Will Rogers expressed thi 
when he said: 
“In the days of its founders, Americans were willing t 
give thanks for mighty little, for mighty little was al 
they expected. But now neither government nor nature 
can give enough but what we think it is too little. In th 
fall of the year, if the founders could gather in a few 
pumpkins, some potatoes, and some corn for the winter. 
they were in a thanking mood. But if we can’t gather it 
a new car, a new radio, an new tuxedo and some gove 
ment relief, we feel like the world is against us.” : 
God has richly blessed this land of ours. He has ric 
ly blessed you, young person. You did not choose to b 
born in America—the land of plenty—but you ye 
You do not know what it is to go to bed hungry an 
starving, but there are hundreds of thousands of youn 
people who do so every night in other parts of the worl 
Those of you who attended Homecoming at Dana th 
fall heard Dr. Reuben Youngdahl tell of some of the un 
believably poor living conditions in other parts of th 
globe. Yes, God has richly blessed America and has s 
far spared it from the ravages of war. Have you ev 
thanked Him for the privilege of living in this country’ 
Have you ever thanked the Lord for your home, yo 
father and mother, your brothers and _ sisters, youl 
church, your League, for every good thing that you hav 
especially your salvation in Christ Jesus? You knoy 
that James tells us “Every good endowment and ever 
perfect gift is from above” (James 1:17), that is, fro 
God, our Heavenly Father. Let us therefore pour out 
our thanks to Him for His abundant mercy. Let us 
thankful and not thankless. Let us follow the example 
of the leper who returned—thankful, and not the nine 
tenths who walked away thankless. , 


We are in the season of thanksgiving. We are thank 
ful that our nation does observe this holiday, for it is 
only fitting and proper. Still, for the Christian should 
not every day be a day of thanksgiving? Should not ev- 
ery day be begun with a prayer of thanksgiving and 
praise? We should not confine our efforts to merely one 
day in the year. We have too much for which to be 
thankful to do that. 

Since here in America we have experienced so many 
showers of blessings from our Heavenly Father, we dare 
not fail to recognize the added responsibility which ac- 
companies these gifts. Remember our Savior spoke 
these words in this respect: “Every one to whom much is 
given, of him will much be required.” (Luke 12:48), 
As Luther Leaguers of America, I believe the Lord ex- 
pects more from us in the way of service to Him, not be 
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se we are in any way better than young people in 
er lands, but because He has given us so much more. 
ithe Lord receiving increased returns from you? If 
J, the fault may lie in your lack of thankfulness and 
breciation of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for 


, at has the Lord done for you, Leaguers? Briefly, 
#8 this: He renounced His heavenly glory and came to 
; earth, so that you might have life and have it abund- 
lily. Jesus Christ, being the Way, the Truth, and the 
L has set you free from the leprosy of sin, death and 


power of the devil. Yes, He has given you salvation 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 
yur president, Mrs. Harold Holm, 


“«comed those present and brought 
getings from Mrs. Lydia Jacobsen, 


fo at the time of our meeting was in 
} hospital. She informed us that A Ww 


hen Margaret would be home on fur- ay 
ieh in December. 
(5 delegates and pastors’ wives sign- 
the roll. The  secretary’s report t0 
#; read and approved. The treasur- 
@reported a balance of $214.34. 
the auditing committee, Mrs. Martha 
ilsen and Miss Ruth E. Johnson re- 
ed the books to be correct. 


through His willingness to suffer and die for you. Does 
not this sacrifice for you on the part of the Lord demand 
in return your thanks, your life, your all in service to 
Him? 

In consideration of all this, can you walk away from 
the Lord as did the nine lepers without even a word of 
thanks to Him? Why not make this Thanksgiving sea- 
son one of re-consecration to your Savior? Give Him 
the honor that He deserves by allowing Him to be Lord 
of your life. Show Him that you are in earnest by your 
increased interest, activity, and participation in your 
own local Luther League and church. 

Come, ye thankful Leaguers, come! 


e statistical secretary reported 
; there are 33 societies and 2,393 We 
mbers in the W.M.S. of the Wiscon- 
District. 
Tne district W.M.S. board submitted 
following allocation of money B esides people, it takes a piece of land, a house, and time to make 


meh was voted: 
Felen Danielson’s salary ....$20.00 


a home. A short time ago I made sure of everything but the time, 


bought that, too. 
fehool Development Drive .. 100.00 SEENON A 2s) Eisen, 
joard of Foreign Missions.... 50.00 It was our Lutheran Mutual representative who showed us how 
uth. Welfare of Wisconsin.. 20.00 to do what we had thought was impossible. The way to buy time 


pith. word oo Be! is in the Home Protector plan that he sold me. 

Hew officers elected for the year 

fe It will be many years before our home is completely paid for, 
hrs. Elmer Christensen, Green Bay, but the Lutherap Mutual program guarantees that it will belong 
jsident. to my family without debt even if I am taken away. 

hrs. George H. Johnson, Oregon, ; oe 
G-etary. Why not let Lutheran Mutual tell you how its combination 
yrs. Auge Jensen, Racine, Statistical Home Protector-Preferred Risk plan combines large immediate pro- 
getary. tection with adequate permanent coverage? This combination is 
pe nominating committee for 1954 a great team meriting the consideration of thoughtful men every- 


elected as follows— 

drs. J. Koldenberg, Kenosha 

s. Clifford Johnson, Waupaca 
trs. Oscar Shield, Racine. 


where. 


esa cone Lutheran Mutual LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


4 on the nominating committee at 
Wonal W. M.S. next June. 


HOME OFFICE © WAVERLY, IOWA 


letter from Miss Hilma Gjerde Send me your FREE Home Protector-Preferred Risk folders 

| the Santal Missionary was read Meee 2 = Age 
jae Secretary. eres . £ 7 

s. Paul Rasmussen, representing City eres 4. 2 Stas 
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Total Budget 
PLEViOUSl Ys ACENO WOU OG cen sas ecene ete cees ee e ee 
Blooming Prairie, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Mrs. N. P. J. Nielsen, a thank offering in memor 

husband, Pastor N. P. J. Nielsen 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., Trinity Luth. 
Hutchinson, Minn., Main Street Luth. Church 
Racine, Wis., 


ther-in-law 
Ruskin, Nebr., 
Ruskin, Nebr., 

memory of Mrs. P. C. K. Petersen 
Northfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Luth. Church 
Sidney, Mont., a friend 
Waupaca, Wis., 
Elk Horn, Ifa., 

Carl Iversen 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mrs. Harold Kies in memory of Nancy H. Pauley 


Bethany Luth. Church 


Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. C. E. Jensen in memory of Mrs. Nancy E. 


Pauley 


Standard, Alberta, Canada, Nazareth Luth. Church 


Hussar, Alberta, Canada, Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Hansen in-memory of Mrs. Rev. C. C. 
NECTIS CVS = WE Fe ok eee eee, Peden seats an each aden vocan pa coma an Ie ada Magee Unaaat sn ME RRS amit 


Hampton, Nebr., 


dricksen, Del Rey, Calif., and $8 in memory of Hans M. 
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Bisit wNebin mlurst elemTth,. OonUunehy ics. samnaceessh anes. cteametecsansee Gluten ecient 


Kankakee, Ill., St. Ansgar Luth. Sunday School, 
Chicago, Ill., Golgotha Luth. Sunday School 
Neola, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Minden, Nebr., Fredericksburg Luth. Church 
Kimballton, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church 
Chicago, Golgotha Ladies Aid 
Milwaukee, Wis., Kingo Luth. Church 


Ringsted, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Ejlert Nielsen in memory of Mrs. H. C. Jensen 


North Luck, Wis., St. Peter’s Luth. Sunday School 
Hartland, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Staplehurst, Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Irene, S. Dak., Turkey Valley Luth. Ladies Aid 
Flaxton, N. 
Flaxton, N. 

$2, Mr. 
Flaxton, N. 

$5, Mr. 
Plentywood, Mont., 


Dak., in memory of John Grove: 
and Mrs. H. Hermansen $1, Mr. 
Dak., United Luth. Church $10, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. J. Lindsey and girls $3 
Mrs. 


and Mrs. 


memory of Mrs. Rev. C. C. Mengers and her husband Mr. P. C. Pe- 
TET SOR Deaton eeey orca orc acteeeeoraeee tesa Meh aitin s ce ares iee antettn tran str Deane cane REE eR ere, «been or 
Redwood Falls, Minn., Mrs. Ella M. Hoffbeck in memory of her mother, 
Mrs: «Ane IMiamiesNiiel serail 7... tenon theese te ceee ai easacn Mech teaser Sees aereennte Rms semen: | 
AVOCE) laa ne lishaeonthe Chu ehigperens cntcn scneten eee aces rrr teenie ee econ enL <<: eeeeee 
Longmont, Calif.. Mrs. Adele S. Vogt of the Luth. Church, Shelby, Ia., in 
memory of Mrs. HislenwNo hrsweroMel bye c,h tance nanecees eee eae ees «ee cores 
Winnetoon, Nebr., Bethesda Luth. Ladies Aid for the Elk Horn and Oaks 


Children’s Homes $20.00, for the Home Mission $14 
Bowbells, N. Dak., Bethlehem Luth, Church 
Falmouth, Me., Emmaus Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. 
Falmouth, Me., Emmaus Ladies Aid 
Racine, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Norwalk, Calif., Trinity Luth. Church 
Audubon, Ia., in memory of Fred Jensen of Hbenezer Church: 


Mrs. Ricard Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Niels Schmidt and Raymond Niel-| .... 


sen and family each $1 
Kenosha, Wis., St. Mary’s Luth. Church .... 
Dickson, Alberta, Canada, Bethany Lath. Church ; 
Plainview, Nebr., Bethany Luth. Ladies Aid, a Christmas gift for 
Children’s Homes 
Shelby, Ia., United Workers of the Luth. Church, $20 


for the 


Children’s Home and $20 for Pastor Irving Tange’s Mission at Hoff-: 


man Heights, Colo. 


Aid for the two Children’s Homes . 
Mr. and Mrs. Orville Lawson and Mr. and Mrs. Martin J 
Lange in memory of Frank Johnson, Pastor Aaron Christensen’s fa- 


Mr. and Mrs. Jens Houtved of Bethany Luth. Church in 


Bethel Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Chris G. Petersen 
from a large group of friends and relatives in memory of! 


Mrs. Lydia B. Madsen $2 in memory of Mrs. Marie Hen- 


Children’s Day offering . 


Dak., United Luth. Church, Harvest Festival offering 
Mr. and Mrs. Holger Schultz 
and Mrs. Marl Grondall $1 
Reuben Larsen 


P. C. Petersen of Hmmaus Church, Coalridge, in 


Marie Warburg... 


Pe ' 


Chil- 

Total dren’s School General Home Indian Utah si 
Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fu 
|197567.00]|15600.00/80000.00|24747.00|36643. 00/7650. 00/1542.00/31386 5 
. | 58820.71)| 5125. yeas 77| 5674. 75|12055. See 66| 948.70] 617! 
10.00 ; 


10.05 
y of her 


Madsen, 


Mr. and 


the two| 


Ik Horn n| 


Saxovillomwis: = Stewohmisksuthe «Ghianchimemierces cian) ti GeamiMes) stele 4 50.00 eaten | 
TOTAL | 61940.41]] 5833.67|23834.37| 6722.86/13030. 26/3800.16/1037.70] 768 y 
South Gen 
SPECIAL MISSIONS < Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. row 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missi 
Draviously —acknow ledead =a 48221.73|| 6294. 14 5241.42] 6555.37] 4699.34] 849.45] 337.04|24663 97) ; 


Blooming Pra.rie, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church 
Rutland, Ia., Rutland Sunday School for the L.W.A. “Milk Fund” 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., Tr.nity Luth. Aid 


Hutchinson, Minn., Main Street Luth. Church ......... 
Ruskin Nebue, Seubam ye thicn Ci uinChs lycememesn cc eemereatunsesatsarasn. | 
Northfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Luth. Church, Dr. Inadomi offer- 
ing $75.15, Dr. Dagmar Petersen offering $43.94 
Wmnderwoodnlal. sins |e Luirab ed CMSCn) Merrit treatm emetedte cet 
Waupaca, Wis., the W.M.S. of Trinity Church in memory of 
Mrs: “ChirisitG¥ AR eter son” \.t-atovattuautt-netsont reaier al alaemuntnaenacessske ere 
Selma, Calif., Mrs. M. C. Jensen in memory of Jacob Petersen . 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Chris Iversen in memory of father, 
Carl Iversen Seize Hil yein nance neh OeeNe so erate roo aia cn re Ones cane 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Chris Iversen and Nancy in memory 
Of, Mother Nis. Ikareny Wuamee vcthnncpenseeaeacesbemers cate tec drei 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mrs. Christine Rasmussen in memory of her 
lanonaanerna (Orta le Ulneyas(5al) apa aceemeeene mone one h gtedsrma Igethasofactiey x aoGacoaansaRo eS 
Luck, Wis., Pastor and Mrs. Henry Iversen in memory of Carl 
Tyersen. Milk: LORI y Vaile eine -cnnnsaavits vis, sofa ceaen siete eae ene eae eee eee 
Westby, Mont., Emmaus Luth. Sunday School for L.W.A. Milk 
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and Mrs. Roy Schwartz 


Sleepy Eye, Minn., Mr. 
Standard, Alberta, Can., 


WEEP AUe U OTIS Ola aspire a ditawen sone tackocy cia cusuetriseeey caetuccesteteneh Rte meee eRe eentee 
Standard, Alberta, Canada, Howard _ Rasmussen of Nazareth’ 
GUC. Rac een honk ahaa csrethtat-. ue eRRaR aPae ave ee 
Standard, Alberta, Can., an anonymous giver, Nazareth Church 


Landrock $5 in memory of Shar- 


Oakland, Calif., Mrs. Lydia M. 
John Hansen.... 


on Kay Paulsen and $5 in memory of Mrs. 


Danish Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. | ........... 


Los Angeles, Ladies Aid “Marie” of Olivet Church for work 
among. the Jepers) din (Sida fice. tctdee cag eee ee 
Falmouth, Me., from a friend in memory of Mrs. Marie “Warburg 
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mouth, Me., Emmaus Sunday School, 
L.w.A. Mitk Fund 


for the L.W.A. Milk Fund Donde: Cece p eee epee eter ane Atk. are 
ipla, Ia., St. Paul’s Sunday Schoollvan offerings | sees. 
bbla, la., St. Paul's Luth. Sunday School offering 


by Donald Wahlgren 
reus, la., Nazareth Luth. 
KS, Okla., 
ago, Ill., Golgotha Ladies Aid 
ndale, Calif., Our 
neapolis, Minn., 
th Luck, Wis., 


.] 
, 
j 


Savior’s Ladies Aid 
Immanuel Luth. Church, an offering 
St. Peter’s Luth. Sunday School 


Fund $57.85, for the Santal Mission $28 
ir, Nebr., 
Fund 

twood Falls, Minn., 
father, P. H. Nielsen 
Wplehurst, Our 


Savior’s Luth. Sunday School for 


WUT 2 TENGE QNG) Be. 5 Saas Ras. See eee mS Ae Ser cp Ook Syme. ane 
anton, la., First Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. Milk 
EMUUMEYO! 0 9 Bags Shonope ae etc eR Rae os ae en ce A en rua 
pton, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Sunday School for the L. Ww.A. 
Rie GPO AMIN AR el Me ee, 
hmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. 
UTS Te I cae NUTTIN Cla eee seer on te cers Py, ee, scree Sorc cuise Sulcnsilee aemioerusiiab abe aOben enc 
PHMAMeG UVEr——NO™ MAMIE NOW \ACAVESS ie ee y-.c.s ce -nacgetcvncrnsdreeevevdsereneee 
tis, Nebr., the Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. Milk Fund 
aluma, Calif., in memory of Mrs. Anna Sorensen: Mr. and 
Mrs. Anton Matson $2, Mr. and Mrs. Hakin Hansen $3 ‘ 
ineapolis, Minn., Immanuel Sunday School for the L.W. Ae 


Milk Fund 
tir, Nebr., in memory of Paul Paulsen: 
Mrs. Martin Eskelsen, Mr. and Mrs 
+ W.M.S. of the Wisconsin District: 
sen’s salary $70, for the Sudan Mission from 


Mrs. Dora 


toward Helen M. 
Our 


a special offering for 


at meeting 


Church for the L.W.A. Milk Fund.. | 
the Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. Milk Fund 


roit, Mich., Rev. and Mrs. Frank Madsen in memory of 
ear eee OLIN SOMME Tt cee ee ee Se Rei Se 
ey, Mont., Pella Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. Milk 


Mr. and Mrs. Ove T. Anderson for the L.W.A. Milk 


Mrs. Ella M. Hoffbeck in memory of her 


the L.W.A. 


Nielsen, 
s. Martinus Hansen each $1 
Jacob- 
Savior’s 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT 
“CHRIST BY THE SEA 
OF GALILEE” 
4A Beautiful Reproduction 
solor, of Oi] Painting. 
Size 10x17 $2.00 Ppd. 
| C. A. BRUBAKER 
| 1135 Alma St. 
| GLENDALE 2, CALIF 


in 


35 WEST 33rd STREETS 
NEW YORK 139, N. Y. 


Information F ree. 


734.16|81550.17 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mgr. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Keservations Made. 
Ali Details Can be 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


Clirele 5-6146-6147 


Axrangeda by Maii 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 13) 

the Synodical W.M.S. Literature Com- 
mittee and the Board of Foreign Mi 's- 
SPECIAL SALE sions, encouraged the women to take 
advantage of the books and material 

on the Santal Mission in India. 
CH RISTM AS CARDS Mrs. Rasmussen introduced Dr. Dag- 
mar Petersen, who was the guest 
speaker for the evening program. Mrs. 


. ion from the Wis- 
. CL eee Holm read a suggestion 
By hoxce for Dee consin District President concerning a 
: need for a furnace in the parsonage at 

Regular $1.00 box — 2 boxes for $1.00 Postpaid Shen singtous Wik. Leake nga 
Regular 60c box — 2 boxes for 60c postpaid our District W.M.S. might assist in this 


matter. After some discussion it was 
voted to help with this Home Mission 
work by contributing toward the furn- 
With or without scripture ace in the Shennington parsonage. 
This would take the place of the Bett 
any project. 

A representative from the Pewaukee 
Mission thanked the W.M.S. for their 
gift of hymn books and said they we ‘ 
enjoying them. : 

Mrs. Holm thanked the officers and 
all the women for their cooperation 
during the past two years. A rising 
READY NOW...... 1953 vote of thanks was given to the retir- 

ing officers. ; : 

Mrs. Elmer Christensen, the newly) 
elected president was presented. Sh 
responded with a “thank you” for the 
confidence placed in her. 

The speaker at the evening meetial \g 
was Dr. Dagmar Petersen who gave % 
very inspiring talk about her worl 
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Edited Lyle Paulsen among the Santal Indians. She begal 

by y by thanking God that our church wa 

Pir E dione Coral TER eDereron not persecuted as churches are in som 
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parts of the world. She brought mes 

‘ sages from the Santals to our churct 
; saying they were very thankful to 

for being so willing to share the gos 

BUSINESSMEN — ORGANIZATIONS pel with them and to send them othe! 


needful things. She continued in the 
INDIVIDUALS theme of the convention by reading 


fri j : “ = 
A copy_of. the newsrevised RCH Riss rom Revelations 3:8 “Behold I ha 


set before you an open door” and saic 
MAS CHIMES of 1953 makes a perfect that God always gives us the power 4 


gift suitable for customers, friends, men ©Vercome the adversary if we work ii 
His name. We have the opportunity 
to hear the Word and we must bi 
faithful to bring it to these who do no 
ONLY $1.00 per copy have the opportunity. 
She gave a short history of the Sam 
tal mission and told of her work in the 
field and in the surrounding villages. 
She ended her talk by saying that 
LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE there is great need for the young 
eae people of the church to feel the call ¢ 
dg ee the mission field and we know that 


God will supply the means for those 
who are willing to go. 
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and women in the service. 
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or from 


